What Makes a Journal Grow and Get Better ? I know
what I like in a journal. It has to be relevant, useful and easy to read. No vague prose for me. I'm a very practical person who likes being able to apply what she learns.
Our readers have been very vocal, telling us what they like about AHP. What is the consensus? That it's a smashing journal, filling a long-needed niche for alternative or complementary health practitioners. A number of people have commented on the variety of information they found within its pages. We also received some helpful constructive criticism. &dquo;It needs more balance, more representation from other disciplines,&dquo; a few have said. Some suggestions were to include acupuncture, chiropractic and aromatherapy. As a result of these comments, I have instituted a new feature, &dquo;Interview with an Alternative Practitioner.&dquo; This issue contains the first of a series, an interview with Dr. Scott Rubin, Chiropractor and Applied Kinesiologist. Any reader who wants to interview an alternative health practitioner and submit a manuscript, please do so. Check with me first, however, just to make sure someone else isn't interviewing a person from that discipline already. I am also looking for an acupuncturist and aromatherapist to add to the list of Associate Editors, and will consider representatives from other disciplines who are willing to commit to writing three columns (1-3 printed pages per issue) and/or to fielding questions from readers on the authors' topic of choice/practice. I have already begun to widen the breadth of coverage in Alternative Health Practitioner by adding two new Associate Editors: Allen Kratz, Doctor of Pharmacy, will be writing columns and articles on homeopathy; Ann Louise Gittleman, MS, will be writing articles on nutrition and lifestyle change.
I am also interested in having a Calendar of Events and Alternative Practitioner Schools section. If you are the member of an association or faculty for an alternative practitioner school, please contact Matt Fenton for information. (See editorial address in New York on opposite page.)
Another reader said, &dquo;Why don't you have a Letter to the Editor section?&dquo; We don't have a formal one, but if you write, I will find space for a response or pass it on to an Associate Editor, if that is more appropriate. Keep the feedback coming and I'll make every effort to make the journal meaningful to you. Many of our readers are practitioners, not academics, and may not want to or need to write, but to make this practice journal work, we need writing practitioners. To help with this effort, please be an ambassador for the Alternative Health Practitioner. When you attend a conference, network with other practitioners or if you see someone from who you'd like to see an article or whom you'd like to see interviewed, ask that person to contact me for author guidelines or to set up an interview. (See opposite page for my editorial office address.) Also, consider writing an article. You may just find you not only are good at it, but you enjoy conveying your ideas to a wider audience. I am also considering starting a Classified section for practitioners who are looking for positions settings looking for specific practitioners. (Again, contact Matt Fenton at the New York address if you have this kind of need.)
If you have other ideas, don't hesitate to convey them to either me or Matt. We want to make this journal the best it can be. Do journals emerge full-blown as great? I doubt it. We need to work together. Here 
